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MINUTES
Nevada State Board of Fire Services
April 29, 2026
9 a.m.
Location:
Nevada State Fire Marshal Division 
107 Jacobsen Way, Carson City, Nevada
And Via TEAMS


[bookmark: _Hlk149558439]Board Members Present:
Jayson Andrus	
Elizabeth Mink
	James Johnston 
	Ryan Shane 
	Jacob Lightfoot (via TEAMS)
	Charles McCall
	Alex Knaak
	Brandon Potts (via TEAMS)
	Dave Ruben
	

Board Members Not Present:
	Stephen Neel – Resigning from the BOFS as he has retired
	Thomas McCleister

Others Present:
		Connie Etchison, Executive Assistant, State Fire Marshal Division
		Albert Ruiz, applicant for the State Fire Marshal Position
		Eugene Zahara, applicant for the State Fire Marshal Position
		David Adams, applicant for the State Fire Marshal Position (via TEAMS)
		Jason McMillan, applicant for the State Fire Marshal Position (via TEAMS)
		Ashley Vestal, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Ben Thomas, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Deborah Hight, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Mary Gordon, DPS HR (via TEAMS)
		Jennifer Ramos, DPS HQ (via TEAMS)
		Lacey Parrott, Lyon County (via TEAMS)
		Mike Floyd, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Chris Murrill, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Erika Sencion, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Adam Rowley, State Fire Marshal Division 
		Kelly Hutter, SERC 
		Rich McKnight, State Fire Marshal Division
Sean Stratton, State Fire Marshal Division
		Becky Kling, State Fire Marshal Division
		Logan Shaffer, State Fire Marshal Division
		Shellie Lyons, State Fire Marshal Division
		Mike Heidemann, Nevada State Firefighters Association (via TEAMS)
		Jesselyn DeLuna, DAG (via TEAMS)
		Stephanie Turner, DPS HQ (via TEAMS)
		Brandi Salisbury, DPS HQ (via TEAMS)
Dean last name unverified (via TEAMS)
		Steven Valdez, State Fire Marshal Division (via TEAMS)
		Kelli Baratti, Nevada Fire Chiefs Association 
		
		

1. CALL TO ORDER (Non-Action Item.)
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Dave Ruben.

2. VERIFICATION OF NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETING LAW
(Non-Action Item) 
Connie Etchison confirmed compliance with the Open Meeting Law.

3. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS; verification of quorum (Non-Action Item)  
Connie Etchison called roll.  Nine (9) board members were present. A quorum was established. Introductions were made.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk205972785]PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Action Item) There were no public comments.

5.  APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 14, 2026 MEETING MINUTES (Discussion/For Possible Action) Charles McCall made a motion to approve the minutes.  James Johnston seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 


6. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS AND CONDUCT INTERVIEWS FOR THE POSITION OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL.  (Discussion/For Possible Action) Four applicants were interviewed (one applicant was a no call/no show) by the Board Members.  

7. PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Action Item) 
There were no public comments.

8. SELECTION OF CANDIDATES. (Discussion/For Possible Action) The four applicants were rated based on the interview guidelines and three of the applicants will be forwarded to the Director of Public Safety for his review.  Elizabeth Mink made a motion to forward, in no particular order, the following applicants to the Director of Public Safety - Albert Ruiz, Eugene Zahara and Jason McMillan.   Charles McCall and Ryan Shane both seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

9. STATE FIRE MARSHAL ADVISORY REPORT (Non-action item)
Acting State Fire Marshal, Lt. Alex Knaak stated that the State Fire Marshal Division is looking to continue the State Fire Marshal Public Safety Day in October and we are looking for a location.  We have been promoting education regarding smoke detectors and have been to a couple of events.  Sergeant Brian O’Connell has retired from our Las Vegas location and Officer Scott Brickey is acting Sergeant for that location. 

10. STATE FIRE MARSHAL DIVISION TRAINING ADVISORY REPORT (Non-action item)
Rich McKnight, Bureau Chief for the Training Bureau stated that they are almost fully staffed.  They have hired two training officers, Kerry Mackey (located in Las Vegas) and Adam Rowley (located in Carson City).  They are still working to fill the last training officer position with interviews coming soon.  Administrative Assistant Debbie Hight has proven to be a clerical dynamo.  She has taken over all the test building, grading and shipping duties with ease.  Rich also stated that Sean Stratton continues to be invaluable time and time again.  Following the boards recommendation, they have sent IFSAC the Fire Officer III curriculum for accreditation.  Being able to upgrade this from the State level to a Nationally recognized level will be a huge benefit for the Fire Officers in our state.  The NVIMPACT system has a web app for both Apple and Android.  It allows the basic user to look at their profile and transcript alone with registering for classes.  The site currently stores over 40,000 certificates.  Classes held: NFA ISO class at Las Vegas Fire & Rescue on January 5-6, 2026 with 27 firefighters attending; Fire Service Instructor I in Elko on March 2-7, 2026 with 11 firefighters participating with 100% pass rate; Hazardous Materials Incident Command Class at Clark County Fire Department on March 25-26, 2026 with 30 firefighters attending; Fire Officer II class at SFM on April 20-24, 2026 with 25 prospective officers attending.  We hosted two Proctor/Evaluator classes at two locations in the north with a total of 26 firefighters attending.  Upcoming classes will include Proctor/Evaluator Classes and NFA Incident Safety Officer.  Live Fire Training was conducted in Pahrump, Moapa Valley, Elko and the Ely/NSFA Training Symposium.  Fiscal Year 2026 3rd quarter NVIMPACT test numbers:  Written Test administered 439 with 355 individuals passing, Skills Test administered 40 with a 100% pass rate on all skills, HMA written Test 67 administered with 57 passing, HMO Written Test 63 administered with 49 passing and the HMA and HMO skills have a 100% pass rate.


11. NEVADA STATE FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION ADVISORY REPORT (Non-Action Item)
Mike Heidemann stated that the Ely/NSFA Training Symposium which was held on April 17-18, 2026 was a huge success.  There was approximately 250 fire/scenarios. They are planning another one in the Fall on the West side of the state.  FEMA is now scheduling the SAFER Grants and reviews will be in July as opposed to May.
 

12. NEVADA FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSOCIATION ADVISORY REPORT (Non-action Item) 
Kelli Baratti stated that they are entering year two of the Wildfire Risk Reduction Program.  They had $752,000 that was awarded over 10 projects.  They are conducting a survey of the departments in Nevada as it relates to wildfire capabilities and mutual aid and preparing for the 2026 Governor’s Wildfire briefing which historically is done about the third week of May.  They are working with the State Fire Marshal’s office training bureau and Truckee Meadows Community College on a long-term strategy for delivering the Fire Officer III and IV classes and targeting Fall for the Fire Officer III.  The Wildfire Working Group reported that they have seen a 60% increase in policies across the state. They are exploring the idea of a BDR to be working with the Division of Insurance to maybe close some of the loopholes or clarify the legislation that came out of last session.  


13. PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Action Item)
There were no public comments.
 

14. ADJOURNMENT (Discussion/For Possible Action.)
James Johnston made a motion to adjourn.  Jayson Andrus seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:18pm. 
	
